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Th,s REPORT consists of a total of 5 sheets, including this cover sheet 
This report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, comprising- 

rlhlso^ sheets, as ,o„ow, 

g^'^ .contalninga 
Box Re.at.ng to Sequence Listing (see SecSn'SK^^ tU^SuppKn"!, 3 



b. □ 



This report contains indications relating to the following items: 



E Box No. I 

□ Box No. Ill 

□ Box No. IV 
S Box No. V 

□ Box No. VI 

□ Box No. VII 

□ Box No. VIII 



Basis of the opinion 
Priority 

Certain documents cited 

Certain defects in the international application 

Certain observations on the international application 
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Box No. I Basis of the report 



1 ■ S3 XI SiKJKBSffJSRfi ST* °" ' nterna,i0nal app,fca,ion - < h ° ^ which „ was 

□ international search (under Rules 12.3 and 23.1(b)) 

□ publication of the international application (under Rule 12 4) 

□ international preliminary examination (under Rules 55.2 andvbr 55 3) 

2 5^E^HS=»»r 



Description, Pages 

1 " 1 8 received on 1 7. 1 1 .2004 with letter of 1 6.1 1 .2004 

Claims, Numbers 

1 filed with telefax on 1 1 .04.2005 

□ a sequence listing and/br any related table(s) - see Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing 

3. □ The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages 

□ the claims, Nos. 

□ the drawings, sheetsyfigs 

□ the sequence listing (specify): 

□ any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 

4 - Sftarsa ttssEZsz sssjs x m if d s d to ms ^ on and ,isted ° e «° w 

Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)) considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the 

□ the description, pages 

□ the claims, Nos. 

□ the drawings, sheets/figs 

□ the sequence listing (specify): 

□ any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 

* If item 4 applies, some or all of these sheets may be marked "superseded. - 
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inventive step or industrial 



1. Statement 



Novelty (N) 


Yes: 


Claims 


1-44 




No: 


Claims 




Inventive step (IS) 


Yes: 


Claims 


1-44 




No: 


Claims 




Industrial applicability (IA) 


Yes: 


Claims 


1-44 




No: 


Claims 





2. Citations and explanations (Rule 70.7): 
see separate sheet 
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Re Item V 

Reference is made to the following documents: 

WO 92/04904 A (ML LAB PLC) 2 April 1992 (1992-04-02) 

(UEN ° SEIYAKU OY ° KENKYUJO KK)V October 1987 

MCCORMACK S ET AL: "MICROBICIDES IN HIV PREVENTION" rm , 
BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL, LONDON, GB, vol 32^ no 72^ f 7 P K 

SterTh^ °' P ° ,aSSiUm sorba,e and P H °" *o survival of 

pages 80-87, XpSS^S?^ " ' ^ 1 " 3 <1993 -° 4) ' 
D7: US 2002/1 73485 A1 (BRAGUTI GIANLUCA FT A noi w 

■j 1_21) wimimluua ET AL) 21 November 2002 (2002- 

diseases and, in particular AIDS * °' °° ntrac,l "9 sexually transmitted 
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D4: 

D5: 
D6: 
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The subject-matter of claim 1 , therefore, appears to be new (Article 33(2) PCT). 

The problem to be solved by the present invention may be regarded as the provision of a 
preservat,ve system for polyglucose compositions (in particular dextrine sulphate) with a 
broad spectrum of activity against a wide range of bacteria and fungi which avoids or 

3 sec^dparT 88151 '^ * hea " hy Vaginal mlcrof,ora ( se <* description, page 

The solution to this problem proposed in claim 1 of the present application is considered 
as involving an mventive step (Article 33(3) PCT) because, although sorbic acid and its 
salts are known as preservative agents (D1, D6 and D7), it is not suggested by the 
available prior art, to use sorbic acid or its salts in combination with polyglucose in order to 
microflora preservat,on of the formulation and the maintenance of a healthy vaginal 

Claims 2-34, which are dependent on claim 1 , and claims 35-44 which are the 
corresponding use claims also meet the requirements of the PCT with respect to novelty 
and inventive step. y 
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